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But here we have a government that

is at its most misguided, most irre-
sponsible, and most dangerous. The ad-
ministration is using bad science done
by left-wing radicals with an agenda,
and basing national policy on a pack of
lies. Adults with alcohol addiction do
not need enablers who indulge their
weakness for alcohol. Kids who take up
smoking do not need enablers to pro-
vide them with low-tar cigarettes on
the theory, well, they are going to
smoke anyway.
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Drug addicts do not need needle

enablers who help them continue their
illegal drug use by giving them free
needles. Mr. Speaker, this policy is
nuts.

f

CHILDREN NEED TOBACCO OUT OF
THEIR LIVES

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, our national effort to hold the
tobacco companies responsible for
their criminal behavior of the past, of
intentional efforts to hook our children
on tobacco and nicotine, was dealt a
major setback when the Speaker of the
House has indicated that it may be dif-
ficult for the House to pass tobacco
legislation. It will only be difficult if
the Speaker of the House does not
schedule the bill.

It is the Speaker of the House, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. NEWT
GINGRICH), who has the power to sched-
ule the bill or not to schedule the bill,
and then the House can address the
outrageous behavior of the tobacco
companies toward America’s children.

The Speaker spent the last 2 weeks
traveling in America talking about les-
sons learned the hard way. Maybe the
lesson learned the hard way is if they
take their money, a million dollars of
tobacco money, the Republicans can-
not find it in their hearts to get Ameri-
ca’s children off of tobacco. If Members
take a million dollars of tobacco com-
panies’ money, they try in the middle
of the night, as the Speaker did last
year, to put a $50 billion tax break for
the tobacco companies in the Tax Code.

Mr. Speaker, the lesson learned the
hard way is that children need tobacco
out of their lives.

f

LET US REMEMBER TO THINK
GLOBALLY AND ACT LOCALLY
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
(Mr. WELLER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, let us
not forget that today is Earth Day. Of
course, Earth Day is an important day
for all of us who care about our envi-
ronment. Clearly, one message of Earth
Day we should never forget is to think
globally and act locally.

I am proud of the locally-led efforts
in the South Side of Chicago and the
south suburbs of Chicago that have
worked to establish some important
local environmental initiatives: to es-
tablish the Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie in the former Joliet Arsenal, ef-
forts to establish the Calumet National
Heritage area in the biState area
northwest in Indiana, in the South
Side of Chicago efforts to save the Kan-
kakee River from sand and silt sedi-
mentation.

All three are local priorities, locally
led; local partnerships working to save
the environment locally. The Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie is the larg-
est conservation area of its kind, the
first national tallgrass prairie. Cal-
umet National Heritage Area will be a
unique biState national ecological area
established in a former industrial area.
And, of course, the Kankakee River,
the solution to save the Kankakee
River, deserves the same kind of na-
tional priority as restoration of the Ev-
erglades.

Let us remember to think globally
and act locally. It works.

f

LET US ADDRESS THE QUESTION
OF TEEN SMOKING IN AMERICA

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak out about tobacco. It is time
for the Congress to do the right thing.
Unfortunately, the messages coming
from the Speaker’s Office are mixed.
One day, we ought to do something; the
next day, it is too big a burden. It is
not too big a burden. We have to pro-
tect our young people.

Each day, approximately 6,000 young
people try a cigarette. Each day, 300
become long-term smokers. The aver-
age teen smoker starts at age 13.
Among adults who smoke daily, 82 per-
cent started as teenagers. We can ad-
dress this problem if we put aside the
rhetoric and get down to business.

We are very serious about teen drink-
ing, and we prohibit it. We need to be
equally vigilant about teen smoking.
We have the means; we have the where-
withal. The only question that remains
is whether the Republican leadership
has the will.

Please, let us address the question of
teen smoking in America.

f

WE MUST BE SOUND
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, today we celebrate Earth
Day, a day to remember that we must
all be conscious of the obligation we
have to be sound environmental stew-
ards. In centuries past, mankind was
occasionally careless or unaware of the

need for environmentally responsible
behavior, but modern science has
brought about new awareness of the
problems that shortsighted practices
pose for future generations who inhabit
this resource-rich planet.

The good news is that the scientific
age has also brought about the techno-
logical revolution to both combat envi-
ronmental degradation and to main-
tain the integrity of our natural sur-
roundings. Businesses across the coun-
try now adopt environmentally safe
practices, due to their awareness of
their importance to our future and be-
cause technology is now available to
make such practices an everyday re-
ality. Earth Day is a day to bring both
parties together, for all Americans
value clean water, clean air, and a
healthy planet. Let us celebrate today,
that special day.

f

AMERICA DESERVES A COM-
PREHENSIVE TOBACCO REFORM
BILL NOW
(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, for the
past 50 years the tobacco industry has
waged a war of deception against the
American people. They have tried to
hide the terrible toll that cigarettes
take on our children, our families, and
on our society. So it should be no sur-
prise that the tobacco industry is try-
ing to deceive the United States Con-
gress. The problem is that the leader-
ship of the United States Congress is
falling for the industry’s spin, hook,
line, and sinker.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Camel is part of the
problem. It is time for Congress to
solve the Joe Camel problem. This year
Congress can pass a comprehensive law
to protect America’s young people
from cigarettes and at long last hold
the tobacco industry responsible for 30
years of deception.

Every day in America more than
6,000 American children start smoking.
We cannot wait any longer. The Amer-
ican people deserve a comprehensive
tobacco reform bill, and they deserve it
now.

f

NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM RE-
FLECTS A DISASTROUS FED-
ERAL DRUG POLICY
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, what is it
about 1960s liberals and their absolute
incapacity to distinguish between good
science and bad? Again and again we
see the same pattern where left-wing
politics trumps science when it comes
to regulation, environmental policy,
secondhand smoke, safety and risk
studies, global warming and, now, free
needles for illegal drug users. It is al-
ways the same story: bogus science and
new government programs.
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Many commonsense Democrats do

not support this newest outrage. Soc-
cer moms taking their kids to school
certainly do not favor this policy. The
President’s own drug czar does not sup-
port this policy. Experts who have
studied the problem do not support this
policy; experts, that is, who believe
that politics should not get in the way
of good science.

No, Mr. Speaker, the people who fail
to fight the drug war and who make ex-
cuses for that failure to protect kids
from drugs are the ones behind this dis-
astrous policy.

f

DISCHARGE PETITION WILL
ALLOW A FULL, FAIR, AND OPEN
DEBATE ON CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, as a num-
ber of individuals have mentioned this
morning, today is Earth Day. I have
some very important legislation, the
leaking underground storage tank bill,
that I would like to address. But as I
was sitting there waiting for my turn,
I could not help but notice that two of
our Democratic colleagues got up and
signed the discharge petition for cam-
paign finance reform.

The Democratic Party is leading a
fight for campaign finance reform, true
campaign finance reform. What the dis-
charge petition says, if we can get 218
signatures on it, is to bring forth our
petition, which says let us have a full,
fair, open debate on campaign finance.
It does not endorse any proposal but
lets us have a true, fair, open debate on
campaign finance.

Unfortunately, the Republican Party
leadership will not allow this to hap-
pen, so we have to use the discharge pe-
tition. So with two more Members
signing today, we are now up to 204. We
need 14 more Members to come down,
have the courage to come down to the
well of this floor and sign our discharge
petition.

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic Party is
leading the fight to have campaign fi-
nance reform, without endorsing any
proposal. Let us do campaign finance
reform. Sign the discharge petition.

f

TIME FOR CONGRESS TO PASS
THE TAX LIMITATION AMEND-
MENT

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, the Constitution of the United
States provides for 10 instances in
which a supermajority is required for
legislative approval. In other words,
there are 10 occasions where legislators
are required to have more than a ma-
jority of votes for legislative changes
to be made. I think we need an 11th. It

is time for Congress to pass the tax
limitation amendment to the Constitu-
tion.

The reasons why should be obvious to
all Americans who pay taxes, but, just
in case, let me explain. The main rea-
son is because politicians who run on
promises of tax cuts often end up doing
exactly the opposite. They pass tax in-
creases.

Just recall for a moment back in 1992
when a certain presidential candidate
ran on a middle-class tax cut and, sur-
prise, surprise, what do we get? We got
a tax increase, the largest in U.S. his-
tory. Middle-class families now fork
over between a quarter and a half of
their income to the very politicians
who have broken middle-class tax cut
promises again and again. This amend-
ment will make that a lot more dif-
ficult.

f

FIFTY-FIVE WOMEN IN CONGRESS
SETS NEW RECORD

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the
House has just set another record, 55
strong; 55 strong women, that is, two
new Democrats, one new Republican,
all three gentlewomen from California,
Representatives LOIS CAPPS, MARY
BONO, and BARBARA LEE. Our thanks to
California for sending us all three, for
it is California that has made us 55.

The gentlewoman from California
(Representative MARY BONO), a Repub-
lican, and the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Representative BARBARA LEE),
a Democrat, were both sworn in yester-
day. They embraced warmly on the
floor in the spirit of our bipartisan
Women’s Caucus. Congratulations to
the Democrats for the gentlewomen
from California, Representative LOIS
CAPPS and Representative BARBARA
LEE, congratulations to the Repub-
licans for the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Representative MARY BONO),
and a special message for the Repub-
licans: If they must send us more Re-
publicans, please let them be women!

f

FREE NEEDLES TO DRUG AD-
DICTS, THE LATEST PROGRAM
OF GOVERNMENT HANDOUTS

(Mr. THUNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, there the
liberals go again. I do not get it. I do
not get why the President is opposing
his own drug czar by announcing that
the Federal Government now wants to
start another program of government
handouts.

Enthusiasm for government handouts
is nothing new for this administration,
only this time the government wants
to start handing out free needles to
drug addicts. Instead of trying to get
drug addicts off the street and into a

program that will stop their self-de-
structive behavior, the government
will now give a green light to their
drug habit and send them on their way
with clean needles so that they can,
get this, abuse drugs safely.

I have had about enough of the lib-
eral insanity, and I think that most
Americans are tired of left-wing ex-
perts peddling a policy based on bogus
science that runs counter to common
sense.

The liberals love to come up with
new handouts: money, condoms, free
this and free that. Now, just when we
think it cannot get any worse, free nee-
dles for safe shooting. Safe shooting,
America.

f

ON EARTH DAY, A REMINDER OF
TWO ENVIRONMENTAL BILLS
LOCKED UP IN THE HOUSE

(Mr. HINCHEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, as has
been noted a couple of times here this
morning, today is Earth Day. It is the
day in which we remind ourselves of
the symbiotic relationship that exists
between our species and every other
species on the planet and how depend-
ent everything else is on Earth upon
our actions.

It is also important for us to observe
today that there are a number of envi-
ronmental bills that are pending in
this House, or I should say really
locked up in this House, that are not
making progress. I will mention just
two, the Federal Superfund, which
needs to be reauthorized, and the En-
dangered Species Act.

With regard to the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, a recent poll of more than 400
American biologists indicates that
they are deeply concerned about the
loss of biological diversity which we
are currently experiencing. They esti-
mate that up to one-fifth of all the spe-
cies on the Earth will be wiped out
within the next 30 years, unless we do
something to protect the habitat of
these species.

We are directly linked to everything
else on Earth. We have a responsibility
to protect them. We have a responsibil-
ity to pass the Endangered Species Act
and get other important environmental
bills out on this floor.

f
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JUDGE STARR IS MAKING
PROGRESS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, we
hear quite often these days that Judge
Starr is taking too long in his inves-
tigation of the White House and their
various scandals. I would say one thing
to my Democrat colleagues. Number
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